
April 21, 2021 - 9 Iyar 5781

JCA PROGRAMS

CONSCIENCE AND COURAGE: Frances Perkins and Feng
Shan Ho - Little Known Heroes Who Saved Lives
Presented by the Frances Perkins Center Immigration/Refugee
Policy Public Forum
Sunday, April 25th | 3:00 - 4:30 PM 

Bat-Ami Zucker, a Senior Lecturer Emerita at Bar-Ilan University in Israel, brings extensive
scholarly research to her presentation about Frances Perkins’ courageous advocacy,
against strong opposition from the US State Department, for permitting entry to the U.S. of
Jewish immigrants escaping the Holocaust in Europe. Zucker estimates that 20,000-
30,000 Jewish aliens who entered the U.S. between 1933 and 1940 on visitor permits
eventually acquired citizenship, thanks to Perkins’ actions allowing such visitors to stay.
 
Manli Ho is an investigative journalist who has spent 15 years researching and
documenting the actions of her father — Chinese diplomat Ho Feng-Shan—to save Jews
during World War II. Feng-Shan was Consul-General in Vienna during World War II, and
risked his life and career to save Jews by issuing them visas, disobeying the instruction of
his superiors. 

Co sponsored by:
Bates College Harward Center for Community Partnerships | Bates Jewish Student Union | Bowdoin Hillel

Colby Hillel | Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine | Humanity in Action
Jewish Community Alliance of Southern Maine | Maine Jewish Museum | McKeen Center for the

Common Good at Bowdoin College | Southern Maine Hillel

Register

THE WORDS OF MY FATHER: Love and Pain in Palestine
A book talk with author Yousef Bashir
Presented by the JCA as a member of the Jewish Book Council
Network
Thursday, May 6th | 7 PM EST

Yousef Bashir offers a powerful memoir of love, growth, survival,
and unfashionable generosity of spirit inspired by his father. This is
not an exploration of the broader socio-political context,
but rather a personal narrative which contains some hints at
the larger landscape. 

Bashir is a Palestinian American from the Gaza Strip who made his way to the United
States, where he earned a BA in international affairs from Northeastern University and an
MA in co-existence and conflict from Brandeis University. Now living in Washington, DC,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001en1QsMTdVKyGbh4GVa2QqnAfiwdt2zXZ-ncU-_nywIqokAytU5CzIzCAC-KBc2oCUY0vEYpJHB1xdqRD3gbcb_Z4GjpLXSLyG5dMgyJss4BKGLujH09PSSueJqOC4jiL7CeOAg8bRvrj6knSnYGDIqGNwFTcEQHvETRez5WwL7rZnOdWOmttPhiEmUvOg77L_8uGJrlSc1y1SDdfIZ9kfjfwphbqdZvrIHO_eePr1kPQ7CieBxMB95-8mnpks182A3aDwXM8i2Zslr6qkpVDBlRmQLoUL7YBzCd3sCx2awY=&c=6mo7E7YaFMSRmhMP557UmVplzQm8QN3HQz4jWirLjHEmRxSWeg9cxQ==&ch=GE6YsL91bxZd0g2iilWnpef63BI0N-13LRHvQLxzfgZlYd8cV-XKPA==&jrc=1
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001en1QsMTdVKyGbh4GVa2QqnAfiwdt2zXZ-ncU-_nywIqokAytU5CzIzCAC-KBc2oCcp-mwaXMA6qOcyH0VGAGLhhjFeVrbg7RBnaGNNpBiBbA_jLngnIfBDaunqE_Vr-uAoqGnU1HXNofIOl3HHO3ey3nAF0WJrrfb24T-s-GYZhBTeQiCcRO5reYULxXV1TbrMXSlgBeSOl3Z_DkZCwa2w==&c=6mo7E7YaFMSRmhMP557UmVplzQm8QN3HQz4jWirLjHEmRxSWeg9cxQ==&ch=GE6YsL91bxZd0g2iilWnpef63BI0N-13LRHvQLxzfgZlYd8cV-XKPA==&jrc=1


Bashir has worked on Capitol Hill, and served as a member of the Palestinian Diplomatic
Delegation to the United States. Yousef is an accomplished author, and vigorous advocate
of Israeli-Palestinian peace.
 
The book is available to order from our friends at Longfellow Books: 
https://www.longfellowbooks.com/event/community-event-words-my-father 
Limited copies will include a signed bookplate.

Advanced registration required by Weds. 5/5.
The Zoom link will be emailed to registered participants on Weds. afternoon 5/5.

The JCA is pleased to offer virtual programs so that they are accessible to all. Financial support from
community members like you makes this programming possible; we encourage you to pay what you can.
We appreciate your support, which will help ensure that we can continue to offer programs like these in
the future. 

Register

SHLICHEI TZIBUR TRAINING PROGRAM
Empowering Prayer Service Leaders 
With Cantor Sheila Nesis 
Made possible by the Center for Small Town Jewish Life, the
Messerschmidt Memorial Fund at the Jewish Community Alliance
of Southern Maine, and the Covenant Foundation 

Monthly classes on Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:30 PM 
Starting Tuesday, May 25 

This yearlong experience is designed to empower individuals to lead prayer services,
shiva minyans, singing circles, etc. within their own communities. Through once-
monthly online classes and individual coaching sessions with Cantor Sheila Nesis,
participants will build the skills they need to succeed as prayer leaders. Enrollment will be
limited.  

Tuition: $120 for the yearlong program ($10/month for class and individual coaching). 
Cost should not be a barrier to participating in this program.

*Application deadline: This Friday April 23*
Applicants will be notified of acceptance to the program by Friday, May 7. 
Questions? Please contact Liz Snider at essnider@colby.edu. 

For more information visit:
https://jewishlife.colby.edu/2021/03/25/shlichei-tzibur-prayer-leader-training-program/

LEARN TORAH & HAFTARAH CANTILLATION  
The Center for Small Town Jewish Life is pleased to offer training in Torah and Haftarah
trope with the Center’s Rabbinical Fellow Eliana Willis starting in June 2021. If you are
interested, please contact Liz Snider at essnider@colby.edu. 

Apply to the Shlichei Tzibur Training Program

FITNESS

OUTDOOR YOGA IN PAYSON PARK
With Ashley Flowers Yoga
Wednesdays | 5:30 – 6:30 PM

There is no better place to practice yoga than outdoors with the
grass beneath your toes, and the wind in your hair! Practicing outside also allows us
ample space for social distancing and lots of fresh air. Find a deeper sense of connection
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to yourself, to mother earth, and to your community with in-person, outdoor yoga! Pre-
registration required through Ashley's website. Exact location of the class will be emailed
to registered attendees.

Register

AROUND THE JEWISH WORLD
*Local programs highlighted in light blue

JFNA ACTION ALERT: Help Pass the NO HATE Act

JFNA (Jewish Federations of North America) encourages you to
urge your congressional representatives to
support the bipartisan Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act of 2021. If
passed, it will help law enforcement officials track and prevent hate
crimes. 

This call for action to combat hate and discrimination is not new. Over two months ago at
our virtual trip to Washington, we pressed Congress to hold hearings and develop a
"comprehensive approach to addressing rising antisemitism." Next, together with a
coalition of more than 30 national Jewish communal organizations, we led a letter to
Congress highlighting the need to take concrete steps and stand with Asian American and
Pacific Islanders (AAPI) communities, including those in our own community who identify
as Asian Jews, following skyrocketing hate incidents. Now, JFNA is calling on lawmakers
to provide the tools needed to address the threat of antisemitism, rising hate crimes
against AAPI and the urgent need to protect all at-risk communities through the swift
passage of the NO HATE Act of 2021. Join us.  

Take Action

JERALD WALKER on UNBECOMING A SLAVE
Presented by the Temple Emanuel Streicker Center
Thursday, April 22nd | 6:30 PM EDT 
 
In his latest book, How to Make a Slave and Other Essays, Jerald
Walker traces a journey parallel to Frederick Douglass’s, from his
days as a high school dropout drug dealer on the South Side of
Chicago, to a place at the table of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, the white suburb where he
is raising his children and a university professorship 
 
Walker joins us to discuss that sojourn with his signature blend of fury and farce and to
talk about the complicated legacy of Michael Jackson, getting medical care while Black,
becoming more than the sum of your victimization and the struggle to break free of both
personal and social stereotypes. 

Register

JUSTICE IN OUR BACKYARD: A Conversation with DeRay
Mckesson
Presented by Congregation Bet Ha’am 
Thursday, April 22nd | 7:00 PM 
 
Join us for a very special evening of racial justice learning. Activist,
educator, and author DeRay Mckesson will share his journey from
middle school math teacher to acclaimed civil rights leader and social
justice advocate. DeRay will also talk about the transformational work he is doing with his
organization, Campaign Zero. 
 
Space is limited for this program. Registration closes on April 21 at noon.  
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Register

EXPERIENCING JEWISH MUSIC IN NEW YORK: A Virtual Tour
Music Programs from the UCLA Milken Center
Sunday, April 25 | 7 PM ET 

Professor Tina Frühauf walks you to four corners of New York City
and the Jewish musical cultures—past and present—of distinctive
neighborhoods, from Lincoln Center and Broadway to Forest Hills in Queens, from Harlem
in the north down to the Lower Eastside in the south of Manhattan. 

Register

VIRTUAL ART AUCTION 2021
Presented by the Maine Jewish Museum
Auction bidding opens: April 25th - May 9, 2021

A novel way to help the Maine Jewish Museum to continue to share
history of Maine Jewish communities, honor its philanthropists and
support Jewish artists with a Maine connection. Exhibitions change
every 6 weeks. Preview starts Sunday, April 18th.

Visit the Auction Site

IMPACT with Gal Gadot: Premiere Screening and Panel Discussion
Presented by Sixth & I, Washington, DC
Monday, April 26th | 7:00 PM ET
 
Experience the virtual world premiere screening of National Geographic
Presents: IMPACT with Gal Gadot, a documentary short series that follows
the powerful stories of six women who are making an extraordinary impact
on their communities around the world. Despite living in areas marred by violence,
poverty, trauma, discrimination, oppression, and natural disasters, these brave women
remain undeterred as they dare to dream, stand out, speak up and lead.

Register

A DRAMATIC AFFAIR
Online Gala benefitting Congregation Bet Ha’am
Saturday, May 1st | 8 PM 
 
This year’s literary-themed fundraiser for Congregation Bet Ha’am
features three world premiere plays brought to life by Mad Horse
Theater Company: Tikkun Olam, by Brent Askari, June 20/20 reVision(s): A Fire Diary, by
Bess Welden, and The Male Gaze, by Monica Wood. ASL interpreting will be provided.

Register

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS: Is Discrimination on the Basis
of Educational Status Dividing Our Country?
With the Center for Small Town Jewish Life 
Sunday, May 2nd | 7 PM 
 
Join us for a virtual evening and hear from Anosacha Peete-Meyers '23, Rabbi
David Freidenreich, Director of Jewish Studies at Colby, and Pastor Jamie Dickson of
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Kingdom Life Church in Oakland, Maine. They will explore the question: Is
discrimination on the basis of educational status dividing our country?
 
After hearing from our panelists, we'll break into small groups to discuss these questions:
Can this rift be bridged? If so, how can we achieve greater equity in power, influence, and
status while still maintaining the unique value of higher education? Finally, how does this
rift specifically impact Waterville and central Maine?

Register

JCA NEWS & UPDATES

KJFS Mobile Food Pantry - New Food Box Pickup & Deliveries!

Michael Klahr Jewish Family Services is thrilled to announce that beginning
April 27th we will be offering food box pickups at the JCA, along with
deliveries directly to homes of individuals and families in Cumberland &
York Counties. The food boxes have been generously provided by Wayside
Food Programs and include a variety of non-perishable items. We will be
delivering twice weekly, on Tuesday and Thursdays. If you are in need, or if you know of
any individuals/families who are homebound and in need of food, please contact us at
207-772-1959 or kjfs@mainejewish.org.

Employment Opportunities at the JCA

The JCA’s mission is to enhance and promote Jewish life and
continuity locally, in Israel and throughout the world, and to generate
the financial resources to develop, provide and support diverse
programs, education and services in order to accomplish these goals.

 To view all current employment opportunities CLICK HERE.

Shaw's Bag Program benefitting KJFS

 For the month of April, Michael Klahr Jewish Family Services will receive
a $1 donation from each purchase of the $2.50 reusable GIVE BACK
WHERE IT COUNTS Bag at the Shaw's store located at 1364
Congress St, Portland ME. Please join us in helping to reduce waste,
while also supporting KJFS this April!

1342 Congress St. Portland, ME 04102 | 207-772-1959
Website: www.mainejewish.org | email: jca@mainejewish.org
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